MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF HASWElL PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 25TH OCTOBER AT 6.30PM HELDAT HELD AT ST PAUL'S CHURCH HALL, HASWELL
Present
Cllrs C Hood (Presiding), G. Dunstone, O. Gray, E. Major, H. Mllbum, B. Ramsay, K. Welch
County Councillors: I. Cochrane
In Attendance - P.C Dean Wilson, Belinda Williams (Alzheimer's UK) and 18 members of the public
88.17 Apologies
Apologies were received from Councillor Joanne Cook and County Councillors Eunice Huntington

&

Jude Grant.
89.17 Code of Conduct
Members were reminded

prior to the start of the meeting of the need to disclose any interests,

prejudicial or personal, in accordance with the Code of Conduct.
90.17

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 26th September 2017

The minutes from Tuesday

26th September

2017 were accepted by Council for ratification.

RESOLVED
(i) that the Minutes of Tuesday 26th September 2017, a copy of which had been previously printed
and circulated to each Member, be approved and signed as a correct record by the Vice Chair.
91.17 Police Briefing
P.C Wilson gave a comprehensive

briefing (APPENDIX A). He mentioned

that people may wish to

contact him directly if they have any issues they would like to discuss.
RESOLVED
(i) that the information

be duly noted.

92.17 Warden Update
There was no update.
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93.17 Dementia Friendly Communities
The chair welcomed Belinda Williams from Alzheimer's UK to the meeting.
on a new initiative called "Dementia Friendly Communities"
local communities.

Mrs Williams presented

and how it can have a positive impact on

Cllr Hood explained that after meeting Mrs Williams at an AAP meeting recently,

he felt that this could be something that The Haswells could get involved with, especially as there is
not a recognised "Dementia Friendly Community"

in East Durham. Mrs Williams gave a brief outline

of the process and how it would take interested persons from across The Haswells to make it a success.
The chair proposed a working group meeting date of Tuesday 28th November 2017, 6.30pm at Giant
Steps Nursery, for interested parties to get involved. Cllr Welch stated that she would be keen to take
a lead on this project.

RESOLVED
(i) that the information

be duly noted.

(ii) that the working group meeting date of Tuesday 28th November 2017, 6.30pm at Giant Steps
Nursery is distributed

to interested parties.

(iii) that Cllr Welch takes a lead on the project.

94.17 Correspondence
The chair read out the following correspondence:
•

2 letters had been received from the trustees of The Hazelwell Centre for grants. Cllr Hood
explained that there were no small grants application forms accompanying the letters. Cllr
Hood said he would write to the trustees of The Hazelwell Centre to ask them to submit
applications forms, as per the standing orders.

•

Outstanding invoice from NWG Business (Water suppliers).
rd

The Hazelwell Centre on evening o,n Monday 23

This letter was received from

October 2017 and called on Tuesday 24th

October 2017

RESOLVED
(i) That the chair writes to the trustees of The Hazelwell Centre regarding the small grant
applications.

95.17 Finance

1.

Accounts

To approve the monthly accounts. The council could not approve any accounts as they had still not
received access to the parish council bank account since the previous clerk left.

RESOLVED
(i) That the information

be duly noted.
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96.17 Planning
.The planning list was circulated (APPENDIX B). There were no objections.
The chair also read out the following

statement

from Christopher

Warren - Associate Director of

Natural Resources at Harworth Estates (owners of the land)
Update on the planning application submitted by Owen Pugh Aggregates for Tuthill Quarry.
As you may be aware the Tuthill Quarry site has been owned by the Harworth Group plc since early
2013. Harworth is one of the largest property and regeneration companies in the North of England and
the Midlands, owning and managing over 22,000 acres across 140 sites.
Our experienced team works closely with local communities,

public bodies, developers and other

professionals to bring life to old brownfield sites and turn derelict land into employment areas and new
homes, as well as low carbonenergy & environmental

projects and places where people want to be.

Harworth were approached by Owen Pugh about the possibility of working the site in 2014 and entered
into

a legal agreement with them in 2015. The legal agreement allowed Owen Pugh to pursue a

planning application to work the limestone reserves remaining and then restore the site to a beneficial
ecological use.
The planning application

was submitted in February 2017

details were sent out for consultation

to organisations

to Durham County Council (DCC) and the

such as the Environment Agency, Highways

England and Natural England as well as the Parish Council and local residents. Internal departments
such as Highways and the Environmental Health Department were also consulted.
As well as comments from members of the public and the Parish Council, notable objections to the
application

wereraised

by Highways England and the Environment Agency (EA). To address these

concerns the Traffic Consultant working on behalf of Owen Pugh forwarded

additional information

to

DCCand this resulted in Highways England lifting their objection to the application by letter dated the
18 August 2017.
The EA required furthe( information
groundwater
ground

in relation to the impact that the development may have on the

in the area and whether the colliery spoil includes contaminants

that may leach into the

water when it is moved around the site. To address the EA's concerns, two additional

groundwater

monitoring holes have been drilled to the north-east of the site and the depth and quality

of the groundwater,

in these monitoring bore holes, has been undertaken. In addition, the colliery spoil

has been tested to identify any contaminants
of the spoil by rainwater

(this is termed their

within the material and their potential to be washed out

'teacnabuitv').

The results of this additional

work have

not yet been submitted to DCCand consequently the EA's objection still stands.
The Environmental

Health Officer at DCC has also requested that further information

is presented to

them in relation to the potential noise from the quarry operations. This includes carrying out additional
background

noise monitoring

to the north east of the quarry and then carrying out further

modelling to predict the likely impact of the works on the noise environment.

noise

This work has not yet

been undertaken.
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The Planning Officer has also asked for justification as to why it is necessary to import 1.6 million cubic
metres of material to restore the site. Work was undertaken in relation to addressing this concern and
this includes information on the stability of the slopes that will be created as part of the restored land.
However, again, this information has not yet been submitted to DCC.
Unfortunately, due to the financial difficulties that Owen Pugh found themselves in, much of the work
done to address the concerns and objections raised against the planning application was undertaken
but never submitted for review and further consultation.
Owen Pugh went into Administration on 9 October 2017 and following this event Harworth submitted
a formal notice on the Administrators appointed for and on behalf of Owen Pugh to terminate their
legal agreement for the site. Harworth are also speaking to the Administrator

about the stalled

planning application.
Harworth are committed

to completing

the planning application submitted

by Owen Pugh and

addressing the concerns and objections raised to date. Harworth wtll Iook to retain the existing graup
of consultants already associated with the application and have already held a meeting with the
Planning Officer.
Once matters are concluded with the Administrators

it would be good to have an opportunity

to

formally introduce Harworth to the Parish Council.
97.17 Christmas Trees for The Haswells
The Chair said that he had looked into the suggestion made by Cllr Ramsay at the September 2017
meeting

regarding

planting

a Christmas tree in both villages for the Christmas celebrations

in

December 2017. He continued that he had spoken to the Planning Department at DCCand no planning
permission was required.

After exarnlnlng costs, it was estimated that the purchase of the trees and

solar lights would cost no more than. £400. ,Cllr Gray said that there was still money left from the
£5000 budgeted for councillor allowances which this council are using for events such as The Haswell
Carnival.

RESOLVED
(i) That the information

be duly noted

98.17 Haswell Parish Council Christmas Lights
The Chair asked if Cllr Gray had spoken to Mr Levitt (Council Groundsman) regarding the parish council
owned Christmas lights. Cllr Gray said she had spoken to him and he had said that he needed someone
from DCC to be with' him and erect the lights to test them before they were given the all clear to
display.

RESOLVED
(i) That the information

be duly noted
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99.17 Opening of Windsor Terrace Play Area
i. Update on LEADERfunding.
The chair explained that Cllr Gray and himself had met with Samuel Vip from DCC regarding the
funding.

He continued that all relevant details have been changed with the Rural Payments Agency

so that the council can access the funding in January 2018 as long as all the other paperwork is in line.
ii. Update of the actions taken since the last meeting.
The Play area had opened on Tuesday 24th October 2017 and lots of children had been using the new
facilities.

The chair explained that the council are still waiting for confirmation

relevant documentation

from Wicksteed of

in regards to the installation.

iii. Propose an opening date.
After a discussion amongst the councillors, it was agreed that the council would aim for an opening
date on Saturday 25th November 2017 at 1pm. The chair said he would formally contact Mr Alan
Liversidge to see if he was available on that day to. officially open the play area at that time and date.
Mr liversidge said that he would look at his diary and get back to the council.

RESOLVED
(i) That the information

be duly noted.

100.17 Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) Checks for.Parlsh-Counclllors
~

:.c[

The chair asked if anyone had looked into this issue and if the parish council should have DBS checks.
Cllr Welch said she would look intothls

issue.

RESOLVED
(i) That the information

be duly noted.

(ii) That Cllr Welch look into the issue.

101.17 Tom Simpson Memorial-

Public Signage

The Chair said that he met with Tom Simpson's Family and they asked if it was possible for some sort
of sign, to highlight the Tom Simpson memorial, on the Haswell signs as you enter the village.

He

continued that at a public meeting at The Gables Hotel, Haswell Plough, it wasn't deemed favourable
to have this but instead to look at brown signs pointing to where it is to give direction. He summarised
that he would find out about costings of such signs and their availability.

RESOLVED
(i) That the information

be duly noted

(ii) That Cllr. Hood find out about costings of such signs and their availability.
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them, they said it was the responsibility of Durham Environmental Agency. After speaking with
them, they have said that they will get back to him with details.
Cllr Welch said:
•

She would like to know about the situation with the
the council in his report.

She also reiterated

if

Grey Horse" put PCWilson had updated

that the initiative

regarding the

if

Dementia

Friendly Community Initiative" would be something she would like to be involved with.
Cllr Gray said:
•

She wanted the council to know that the supplier for the shrubs would now not supply us. She
said that she had went to B&Q and sourced shrubs and had even got a lot of them for free.
She also said that regarding the proposed cleaningof
groundsman

said that the outdoor

the war memorial

in the village, the

tap which he hac! previous used at a previous parish

councillor house was now not available and he was also on holiday for the next few weeks.
She continued

that the council had found a solution to the water supply and it would be

cleaned by some of the councillors.
Cllr Hood reported:
•

The Haswells Halloween Holidays programme was currently taking place between Mon 23rd
Fri 27th October 2017 and as of that date, 235 children had been involved.

-

He also said that

there was a free bus from The Haswells on Sunday 19th November taking people from The
Haswells to Lumierein

Durham. If anyone wanted to take a free place, they needed to contact

the parish council asap.

RESOLVED
(i) That the information

be duly noted.

(ii) The council send a letter to the trustees of The Hazelwell Centre regarding a New Year' Eve
party
(iii) That Cllr Ramsay stay in touch with Durham Environment Agency regarding the beck.
(iv) That Cllr Welch takes a lead on 'the new Dementia Friendly Community Initiative.

104.17 County Councillor Update
Cllr Cochrane said that he had been attending lots of seminars, including a session regarding universal
credit which would be a problem for many people in our community.

He continued that he had chased

up the issue of the rodents on George Street and that the chair had gave a report on this. He also said
he had chased up Cllr Milburn's issue of dog dirt around Blossomfield Way. He reported that the area
had been cleaned up by DCC. Mrs Kell said that she would email Cllr Cochrane with some details of a
lady who had made a complaint several months ago. Several members of the council said that they
had seen an officer from DCC placing new signs up around the village.

RESOLVED
(i) That the information

be duly noted.

COUNCil OFFICE:Giant Steps Hasweli, Haswell Children's Centre, Church Street, Haswell, Durham DH6 2DZ

105.17 Staffing
The chair said that the council had agreed the job description,

contract, specification and advert. He

explained that the position was now being advertised with a closing date was Friday 20th October.

He

continued that the council had lots of applications and the panel consisting of himself, Cllr Welch and
Cllr Cook are going to interview 4 candidates next week with the view to appointing
rd

play Friday 3

by the close of

November 2017.

RESOLVED
(i) That the information

be duly noted.

106.17 Public Participation
•

Mr lan Cairns asked if there had been any further developments

in regards to the demolishing

of the old school building on Church Street., Cllr Cochrane said that he had been given no
information
•

but would continue to chase up the issue.

Mr John Hall asked if there had been .anv further

update on the proposed street lighting

removal between Haswell & Haswell Plough. Cllr Hood said that he~would bring this up with
DCC. Mr Hall also asked if there had peen any further progress on Hutton Grove / High Lane
with the missing sink cover. CllrCochrane said he would also look into this issue.
•

Mrs Kell also distributed

information

regarding several events taking place at The Hazelwell

Centre across the Christmas period - details available at The Hazelwell Centre.
RESOLVED

(i) That the information

be duly noted.

(ii) That Cllr Cochrane look into the issue of the old school building and report back and look into
the missing sink hole on Hutton Grove/High Lane.
(iii) That Cllr Hood contact DCC regarding theproposed

street lighting removal between Haswell

and Haswell Village.
INFORMATION

107.17

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

St Paul's Church Hall, Church View, Haswell at 6.30pm - Wednesday 29th November 2017

Cllr. Chris Hood
Chairman
On behalf of Haswelf Parish Council
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